Donor spotlight:

Turner explains why
he wants to nurture
environmentalists
(Continued from page 5)
Q. What can others do to help this
initiative?

A. The people and communities

around the BTYCC are what made
it successful. Landowners agreed
to share 900 acres adjacent to the
youth center for the FWC’s Youth
Hunting Program, which aims
to preserve hunting traditions in
Florida for future generations. I
challenge all landowners to do the
same, on whatever scale they can
manage. Not helping kids enjoy
the outdoors will bring devastating
results. Even if one farmer or
rancher would invite one child out
to the land to show him where food
is grown and livestock are raised,
that can make a difference.

Q. What’s next for you?
A. Florida’s youth conservation

center serves as a model. I’ll use the
model to create others of its type on
ranches owned by my family across
the country and in South America.
Turner land is committed to
conservation. In the meantime, I’m
planting native longleaf pines and
wiregrass on the family’s plantation
near the BTYCC to restore the
wildlife-friendly native habitat it
once had – one that supports a lot of
different animals.

Q. Any parting advice?
A. In an age where we’re

competing against video games and
computers, it’s important that we
introduce our children to outdoor
activities and that our communities
continue to protect natural areas. If
children have no place or reason to
get outdoors, then we may lose our
next great naturalist who respects
and loves the land.
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